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) th ee <n on no better authority 
fr. Archdall mentions this caftle as be- 
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fubfequent poffeffors, 
Tats View was tall: ae an ‘origina drawing by Barralet, in. 

the collection of the wat Honourable William ai ial 


CASTLE OF ROSCREA. 


Tar; is a large isleaid trading town, in the barony of Kerrin, The 
Danes received here a great defeat in the tenth century. Hoping 
to furprife the Irith, who affembled at a celebrated fair held here 
annually on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, and to acquire 
vaft plunder, their enterprifing. General, Olfin, made a fortic from 
the garrifon of Limerick, but without fuccefs; the Irifth were 
armed; what they wanted in. difcipline, they made up in numbers; 
the Danes were routed, and a great flaughter enfued. 

In 1170, Donald More, King of Munfter, had feveral engage- 
ments with Roderic O'Connor, King of Connaught, in which the ~~ 
former was affifted by a party of Englifth adventurers under Robert | 
Fitz Stephen. This was the. firft introduétion of the Englifh into 
Munfter, Murtogh, who fucceeded his father Donal in the prin- 
cipality of North Munfter, beftowed lands on the Englifh, and in 
1213 they built the caftle of Rofcrea, This was a very ftrong for- 
trefs, and fear to defend Leinfter — the iacnrtions of the 
Momonians. : 

Tus View was taken from an origeal hawt by Fisher, in : 
collection of the Right Honourable William — riage ss 
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‘ CATHEDRAL 





Tallaghore, and Manus 0’ ede, 
mnly enthroned on a rock near Kil- 


a - Cormac’s: chapel was the firft building of 
Time and ar on it and was a crypt for the bones of the patron, 

? edt be” orm ac M‘Cuillenan, Bithop of Cafhel, 
; Muntt ry a: Warlike ecclefiattic, who meatured his 
atly y with the other Irith princes, but’ at — fell on 
=v A.D. 908. 





i a bot the moft cxigiaiaitabirteks in this kingdom. Othet 
crypts, are 2 all: but on ‘the outfide fifty-three feet long, and 
the’ ‘breadth: within cighteen, It is divided into a nave and choir; 

the. latter ‘narrowing in breadth, ‘and 'feparated from the former by 
_ a wide arch}: nine’ feet broad: This crypt is arched, and the columns 
vortiti fhort: iit | maffy. © Over one of the doors is- an 
ideal quadraped. Under the altar the ca~ 
ac are fuppofed to be laid. 
1 church “was erected; but in thirty five years 
“O'Brien, ‘King of Limerick ; when 
asa chapter-houfe, being on the fouth 
ch was a good ftru@ure, for it wanted 
e of Archbifhop:O'Hedian, two hundred 
odernized the whole. Archbifhop Price, about 
thought proper te unroof this venerable edifice, - 
‘ and 
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and thereby precipitated its ruin. The principal monument in the 
cathedral is that of Miler Magrath, who was made Archbithop of . 
Cafhel in 1570. “It is on an high bafis, on the fouth fide of the 
choir, between the epifcopal throne and the altar, on which is his 
effigies in ftone, in high relief. He has his mitre on his head and 
his paftoral ftaff in his hand. On one fide of his head is carved the. 
image of an angel, and.on the other fide was the fame. Above ~ 
his head are his arms, and at his feet the image of Chrift on the — 
crofs; over which are the letters I. N. R. I. At his right elbow is 
St. Patrick, and on a plate is this epitaph, written by himfelf: 


Miler: Magrath Archiepifcopi Cafhelienfis ad 


viatorem, Carmen. 


Venerat in Dunum primo fan¢tiffimus olim 
Patricius, noftri gloria magna foli, 
Huic ego fuccedens, utinam tam fandtus ut ille, 
Sic Duni primo tempore Preful cram. 
Anglia, luftra decem fed poft tua fceptra colebam, 
Principibus placui, Marte tonante, tuis. 

Hic ubi fum pofitus, non fum, fum ubi non fum; 
Sum nec in ambobus, fum fed utroque loco, 1621. 
Dominus eft qui me judicat. 1. Cor. 4. 

Qui ftat, caveat ne cadat. 


UNDERNEATH, on the verge of the monument, is the name of 
the architet— 
Patricus Kearin fecerat illud opus. 


Tus View was taken from an original drawing by Dr. Wynne. 
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a = ali St. LaGan, to whom this 
3 the companion and difciple of St. Furfey, 


1es Sco! ba the yearly rent of 3]. 16s. 8d. 
10 Thomas Law; but they neglecting to pay 












y eS to give four pounds a 
Gaadaentis: years made to him, at 
other parts of the building may 


d the abbey of Lanefborough, 
on. appears in our monafticon or 


walls of the ‘cause, 
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‘as it does now that of earl to Butler. It is a ‘borough, retuming 
two. members.to aaa the he pabuanag is in the Dillon famil 
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Carrow is a 1 me inland town, feated on the Barrow; 
carries on a confider e in coals, and a coarfe woollen ma: 
facture; and ow ning to the caftle erected there, A.D. — 


1180, by Lord None of the Englith adventurers” 
feemed to have en fo much into the defigns of his fovereign in” 
conftructing fortreffes to fecure the Englith poffeffions, as Lacy. 
He completely caftellated the province of Mcath, as Giraldus 
Cambrenfis informs us, and he built feven large caftles in Kildare — 
and the neighbouring counties, 

Tue Englith with difficulty reta ned their remote forts, and an 
der appears in our records of the 37th Edward II.——« Pro barrio 
amovendo a lap tenga Dublin’ or removing the barrier 
‘was, given up on that 
fide, the officers of julie on ¢ in were withdrawn, 

was att for correfponding with 
and Livery, and for feizing 
to have continued in the 
the Earl of Kildare, held 

y erno: ‘in 1577; he fallied 
on in pur uit of O’More, who was pillaging. 
hg up with his party, he re any of * 
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24 of the rebellion, the Irith befie eged cussing 
of Ormond’s army, under the h command of Sir 
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rOW, v, on the: wel fide of the town; the angles 
towers, and the walls almoft entire. As 


ch reprefents ‘the fouth-welt inca, was drawn 
1 Grofe, anno 1792. ° 


are of great thicknefs, but faft 
the breaches in the walls, and the 
feems to have been ftrongly pro- 
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QUEEN’s COUNTY. 


MORETT CASTLE. 


Morerr Caftie is about. Gre miles caft of Maryborough, near 
the hi road leading from Dublin to that town. It is one of thofe 
caftellated houfes which, in rude and perturbed times, were neceflary 
for fecurity from danger. It is on a {mall rifing ground, with a “a 
ftack of chimnies in each fide wall and gable end. What the in- 
ternal arrangement of the rooms was cannot be conjectured, as no 
remains of them exift. A turret, fupported by confoles, is at one 
angle... About two hundred yards to the fouth is a fmall building, 
perhaps a chapel; between this and the caftle a rivulet runs. 
through a valley. .. 
- Tuecarls of Kildare were formerly the fcourges of the O'Mores ~ 
of Leix, who for centuries haraffed the Englifh pale. The latter 
loft moft of their poffeffions, and among others this of Morett. In 
1585, we find the Earl of Kildare left his natural fon, Gerald Fitz- | 
Gerald, the lands of Tymoge, Morett, and others, containing 2745 7 
acres; thefe remained in his family till they were forfeited in 1641. 
However, in February 1660, they were granted to Robert Fitz- — 
Gerald, Efg. grandfather of James, duke, of, mnt at the yearly 7 
rent of 361. 6s. 3d. Englifh money. — se pas x 

Tury are now the property of one of that ‘name. 

Tais View, which reprefents t he -north-weft afpedt of the caftle, 
was ‘drawn ” Lieutenant Daniel ee nvr 


















, then Lord of Delis. “The de Besse and Gerale : 
uarrelling about fome lands in Connaught, in 1264, a mect- 
ing of the parties was held at Caftledermot; when the Earl ot: 
Kildare feized Capella, the Lord Juftice, the Red Earl of Ulfter, 
Miles Cogan, and others, and imprifoned them in his caftle of Ley, - 
A Entame 




































QUEEN’s COUNTY. 


parliament foon after met at Kilkenny, and they were ordered to 
be releafed. 
In 1284 this caftle was taken and burnt. Theobald Verdun, 
going to revenge this injury, loft both his men and horfes. In 
1307 the tories of Ophaley fet fire to the town of Ley, and be- 
eged the caftle; but were difperfed by John Fitz Thomas Fitz 
‘Gerald and Edmund le Botiler. 
Bruce, in his wild attempt to reduce Ireland, came to Ley, in 
1315, and burnt the caftle and church. The O’Dempfies, antient 
roprictaries of thefe parts, got pofleflion of Ley, but it was taken 
from them in 1329 by Lord Juftice Darcy. In 1345 the O'Mores 
‘burnt Ley. The caftle muft have received no injury, notwith- 
ftanding its change of matters, for in 1534 it was reckoned one 
of the fix beft caftles belonging to the Earl of Kildare. The year 
before the car) furnifhed it with guns and ammunition out of the 
‘king's ftores, though his majefty exprefsly commanded the contrary ; 
as the Mafter of the Rolls told him in the prefence of the Bifhop of 
Meath. © 
In 1690 the gentlemen of the Queen's County propofed to King 
William, that a number of foot and dragoons, fhould be ftationed in 
different parts of the county, to prote¢t it againft rapparces ; and par- 
ticularly that ten footmen fhould be placed in Lea, which evinces the 
cattle was then in repair. 
_ Tur outworks to this fortrefs made it extremely difficult of accefs, 
if not impregnable. A wet ditch, which could be readily filled 
tom the river Barrow, defended by a low battlemented wall, is its 
firft defence. Its fecond line of circumvallation was equally ftrong ; 
through this the paffage is by a port in a fquare tower, divided into 
‘apartments. This was the principal place of guard. The third 
e furrounds the body of the caftle, and is flanked by round 
' towers. The outer ballium, from eaft to weft, is 410 fect; and 
_ from north to fouth, including the bawn, 350 in diameter. The 
inn gs north to me is 140; and from eaft to weit 
o fect. yi 2tlt4 
mystery: J Tue 
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QUEEN’s COUNTY. 79 
Tue weft fide of the caftle has been blown up, and huge maffes — 
of the towers lie mixt with broken arches and ftacks of chimnies, _ 


The infide of the two remaining towers is divided into four cane 
apartments; and one > deeper, which was probably the patie 













face of each. raps This cxobii the fide walls of the fash 
which were the weakeft part. The thicknefs of the tower walls is. 
twelve feet eight inches, and thofe of the prifon a foot more. — 
Stairs led to the interior parts; a few of thefe remain. By 

Tue writer confeffes it requires more knowledge of mailitaige 
architecture than he poffeffes to do juftice to this amazingly ftrong 
and magnificent ftructure. Its little hiftory before given, its noble 
ruins and mouldering walls, now protected by the humble ivy, 
demonftrate the viciffitude of human affairs : 


_ Laudit in humanis drvina poten a) 


“Pa afte is oi property of Hampden Evans at of Portrane, 
of Dublin. 







pees tl multiplied by the fame er There 1 
another of them at sa in the county of Kilkenny, within a mile 

















origin. “They are certainly curious objects, 
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calle is of confiderable thicknefs in its walls, they 
sea turretted ; ¥ it isin the centre of a well-wooded 


| Lacy ereéted in Leinfter in 
m, of great ftrength. In 1414 
¢ Englith pale; to curb their 


ceeded no farther than Caftle- 
nder military leaders, he re- 
yers for their fuccefs. The 


ftrengthened Kilkea 
be fiid almost to have new 





which is behind fe OS 
od by a round tower projecting from the 
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CAS TLE. Co.Kildare. 
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